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“Diamonds are a girl’s best friend”
Leo Robin (1900-1984)

spend a great deal of my time
talking to people about jewellery
and it is probably of no surprise
to you that the topic most often
discussed is Diamonds. So when |
was asked to do a series of articles
for 4Locals it was obvious what the
first subject should be especially as
Diamond is the birthstone for April.

The subject of Diamonds is far

too big for me to squeeze into a
couple of pages so as an
introduction in this months issue |
have turned up a few little snippets
of information about diamonds, what
they are and why they are called the
King of Gems.

Diamond is named from the Greek
‘adamas’ meaning unconquerable,
an early recognition that it is the
hardest of all natural minerals.

It is difficult to believe that
chemically speaking it is plain
crystallised carbon, the same
substance as the soot in your
chimney or the lead in your pencils.
However unlike your chimney soot
or pencil lead, the diamonds we
wear today are as much as 3 hillion
years old, three quarters of the age
of planet earth itself.

What we do know is that throughout
history Diamonds have been the
most coveted of Gems. Uncut
diamonds adorned the suits of
armour of great knights and cut
diamonds have appeared in the
crowns of kings and queens all
through the ages. Legends of
the diamonds mythical properties
have been passed along

for centuries.

In India, where Diamonds were
first discovered hundreds of years
before Christ, the diamond was
valued even more for its strength
and magic than its great beauty.
Here a diamond was thought to
protect its wearer from snakes, fire,
poison, iliness, thieves and all the
combined forces of evil. Perhaps
because of this it was the favourite
choice for rings given in love,

some of which date back to early
Indian history.

By the 15th Century in Europe,
diamonds had become part of the
ritual of weddings and a symbol of
marital faithfulness. The Vatican
Library hold a series of miniatures
showing marriages with diamond
rings and the manuscripts read
“Two torches in a ring a ring of
smouldering fire; two wills, two
hearts, two passions are joined
together by a diamond ring”.

To quote Christies Guide to
Jewellery “Perhaps nature’s most
perfect creation, diamonds remain

unequalled as gemstones in terms of
properties and price. The allure of this

King of Gems is as old as time itself
and with good reason.”

This powerful allure still remains.
Recently, whilst rummaging through
our library, | found an old Christmas
Gift List which, whilst undated, must
go back to my Great Grandfather’s
time. You can see THE ACE OF
GIFTS IS A DIAMOND RING so
things haven’t changed that much.
We now have a 51 in front of the old
telephone number and have moved
100yds down Market Street to

High Street.

So | hope these few paragraphs
have been entertaining and may

even have given you some excuses
to buy Diamonds; not that you should
ever need an excuse! Over the
forthcoming months | am going to
talk more about diamonds and the

4 Cs Cut, Clarity, Colour and Carat.

| am also going to introduce a 5th C
Confidence which | think is
particularly important.

As Shirley Bassey sang “Diamonds
are for ever”
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